
 
Tools for Life: What’s in My Utility Drawer? 
 
If I call it a junk drawer, it’s bound to fill up with just that…junk! A utility drawer, on the 
other hand, is stocked with tools and essentials that make my life easier every day. 
 
I use  interlocking trays to group similar items and keep things organized. Frequently used 
items like scissors, pens, and tape go in the front of the drawer for easy access, while 
less-used tools and fix-it items are stored toward the back or sides. 
 
Since batteries are a literal moving target, I prefer to keep them in a dedicated storage 
case.  
 
Here’s my tried-and-true list of essential supplies, organized by priority. I hope you find it 
both helpful and inspiring—and that, like mine, it becomes the most-used drawer in your 
home. 
 
 
Everyday Essentials 

 Kelvin -36 Multi-Tool Set 
 Mechanical Pencil w/Eraser 
 Ink Pens 
 Sharpies - fine, medium & wide tips 
 Titanium All purpose scissors 
 Sharp fine-tip scissors 
 Tape Measure - 12 ft, nylon coated ¾" wide 
 Retractable box cutter 
 LED Flashlight 
 Battery Tester 

 
Useful Tools and Fix-It Items 

 Multi-Tip Screwdriver 
 Adjustable Wrench 
 Mini Level Tool 
 Painters Blue Tape 

https://www.amazon.com/Kutesna-Interlocking-Organizer-Separator-Bathroom/dp/B09DPGBFP6/ref=sr_1_4?crid=3FQIPRNKBE6UL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gquYvdfVTD8ArFC-ymPmwnHu7jh7LVS-oogyaONEolWoFJTv_34I1WQQv2Ks2xqxtEekq4QaUSnzBLpvpsS0rDR4I8g5zp_EUW_vkhWauQoSFE6Sca2rADPUxWrjM0szr5R6WR-eNVFFTOh8GWC787VfS3IWnqnqEZoJOqSHGlNxLqzU17z_FCGJolqP62SOuLazjF9flH0VI72dKnnGPkG3S4EYipndV_AqZpNVW9nSsiw_XMwHtPy_a2wfsoNQNKNSv3Pf2oTOz8xvEIEmd6GP4_87uv3AIxeTV0fZmpo.KcWn-Cd8SCwRqT2bRmR0FXL7GbYVafmkqfbYe9NQleU&dib_tag=se&keywords=interlocking%2Bdrawer%2Borganizer%2Btrays&qid=1745354735&refinements=p_72%3A1248945011&rnid=1248943011&s=office-products&sprefix=interlocking%2Bdrawer%2Caps%2C184&sr=1-4&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Ontel-Battery-Organizer-Storage-Tester/dp/B089F9YDFC/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=28F6F0495C1Q2&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.62bUP3WEH5WqrL7eq0gK4cAKJ2xdqGQHIS9G3ZbP1sNWUm5ksrquN1V6KT8iaulIW7KyoMw3yGhrTj37uejr_rXb0CyXQBpTrEeDwBvdFY-Ui4kM_kucnP8awhAiBX093WCJEOmvPH4pXZGA7Rieqqvb0RNteETYLaMwGymvEEqfl2FLNTanxAIM0rbkkCGY4R5jXKxEaTv3UD-BLOLATjFPkusvd59kjjxo31e3trUwme7TeuxVOaUofpZF_toiUaKflknM70F-eIfkOeWEMn14fPo9R7Uu_1UocqLKrQQ.tzYnuj5L2re0K4G57ZXaV9HTpLyoeZ2CtqMtMmr50fE&dib_tag=se&keywords=battery%2Borganizer%2Bstorage%2Bcase&qid=1734825622&refinements=p_72%3A1248879011&rnid=1248877011&s=electronics&sprefix=battery%2Borganizer%2Caps%2C198&sr=1-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Ontel-Battery-Organizer-Storage-Tester/dp/B089F9YDFC/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=28F6F0495C1Q2&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.62bUP3WEH5WqrL7eq0gK4cAKJ2xdqGQHIS9G3ZbP1sNWUm5ksrquN1V6KT8iaulIW7KyoMw3yGhrTj37uejr_rXb0CyXQBpTrEeDwBvdFY-Ui4kM_kucnP8awhAiBX093WCJEOmvPH4pXZGA7Rieqqvb0RNteETYLaMwGymvEEqfl2FLNTanxAIM0rbkkCGY4R5jXKxEaTv3UD-BLOLATjFPkusvd59kjjxo31e3trUwme7TeuxVOaUofpZF_toiUaKflknM70F-eIfkOeWEMn14fPo9R7Uu_1UocqLKrQQ.tzYnuj5L2re0K4G57ZXaV9HTpLyoeZ2CtqMtMmr50fE&dib_tag=se&keywords=battery%2Borganizer%2Bstorage%2Bcase&qid=1734825622&refinements=p_72%3A1248879011&rnid=1248877011&s=electronics&sprefix=battery%2Borganizer%2Caps%2C198&sr=1-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07DVSBNLF/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s02?ie=UTF8&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00OQQ05JA/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s01?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B019QBOGDK/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s04?ie=UTF8&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B08MBFPFCQ/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s06?ie=UTF8&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B072RV8SC7/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s03?ie=UTF8&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07QQ398H5/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s03?ie=UTF8&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B09F6DD8HZ/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s01?ie=UTF8&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B01M4MCBIH/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s03?ie=UTF8&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/GearLight-TAC-LED-Flashlight-Pack/dp/B09Q4H25DR/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.UNsearr3j8kMiFAt4MYXau_-XeWb75bAaauXTy3niCdhPBeMsuAX9Pl00Z3GO1iPbNn1D5LecJmsB4Lf9XF5r2IbOQRKJ-o7cFnZF1qyKjIpPB_PEf1ZCSwfR6ftD-CEZpM96m9eZoyaetNbRbWHSw3KCCdksRmftpHXGZAHDbYyD-ztziVpYGFkpUJT1T5DWZiLflAvbvGA2ocmeAMY5SCQiOfLsemJp2wb4SYSl3IPRem2zPfQ_2FOIJB3ZP4l7WY-KVQ8xzxs59mfMDtkR3D220m1toic2yNZ7qkVi6U.OGr0PmwHaLhdIWpx47CwUI3fPHx791OQMYWJRkmTVq8&dib_tag=se&keywords=led%2Bflashlight%2Btactical&qid=1745353031&refinements=p_72%3A1248909011&rnid=1248907011&sr=8-3-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B014FEM0X6/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s02?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0014KMDZ0?ref_=ppx_hzsearch_conn_dt_b_fed_asin_title_3&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01N9SZARF?ref_=ppx_hzsearch_conn_dt_b_fed_asin_title_1
https://www.amazon.com/WORKPRO-Magnetic-Different-Bubbles-Shatterproof/dp/B0CHJNNNSD/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=1EX4JVV3TB2HI&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.clAXn_j7l9g29pL4J5w50hFMCJSgtP_fb3SXHD8qjsgWlFRenDTnJ2hqCPA2HhNCYNzqm-rikrAtWhUPkgcknPKIMeFO5VMcq4OGXl1g8GzWk1VH_nE1ntTgNqGZbRxuMo97ia1B_KGxVvg85_OhN-tIuIh0CH2yS7pQsM7xzVpPy9nmR0E-sui_0eBIu3DOvMdh5xiL8-VK7Kf4RwheCW5lgTq3XDC1xQlfWcudan1REs2ogm6qrzGo_pl6jn9JP5fxShL3Q_faG_UxnzA9uLPX6Z-RdobzF22qElc75tw.eb3luZu5va1gToRTVXqHyV5yBygbrdrohrGf1sU3wMU&dib_tag=se&keywords=mini%2Blevel%2Btool&qid=1745353951&s=hi&sprefix=mini%2Blevel%2Btool%2Ctools%2C159&sr=1-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B08RJZDGJC/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s03?ie=UTF8&psc=1


 Scotch Magic Tape 
 Double Sided Tape or Double-sided glue dots 
 Gorilla Glue Gel 
 All-In-One small hole repair applicator  
 Wood Colored Markers and Wood Colored Wax Sticks 
 Mounting Putty 

 
Organization and Office Supplies 

 Post-It Flags 
 Paperclips 
 Mini Stapler and staple free stapler 
 Push Pins 
 Packing String 
 Rubber band Ball 
 Zip ties – reusable 

 
Occasional Use Items 

 Lighter 
 Pre-Moistened Lens Wipes 
 Waterproof Band-Aids 
 Stain Remover Pen 
 Goo Gone Pen 
 Magnifying Glass 

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Scotch-Applications-Invisible-Engineered-119SDM-2/dp/B002VLA60A/ref=sr_1_1_pp?crid=1LO08BXGRQKAX&amp=undefined&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.2vlTzv1Vwe91bLWwXn8P89yiUlm-LV-r8miIRIGkuG1Xefw0wVWPqfUhew5gcfFwcJb-qMg7pUrq3PZDSTuBcdo1gaTbHCiOR6d24YxUaTptSYhb_xT0yI19v04DH_knU2ePCeagiSdkpHhVHKxsb4f1k62g0BLwH8uYbkBfZPBYvG1GNK62ZwgWCs9_ncm0WjL1oxRWlQoz6U3miXYH6BaXXymFbnhfvAnbfBPv4wjP_k17BQIdRbI6N5nEPpTfw0EGMA6IvZYh4ss7fWolruG4wiZ2tBbSnI6snIwSuLU.LEyXYSoKzeSfH2j4dyPmp74H23noRn5hrM8bPsK6Czw&dib_tag=se&keywords=scotch%2Btape%2B2%2Bpack&qid=1745957148&sprefix=scotch%2Btape%2B2%2Bpack%2Caps%2C159&sr=8-1&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07YB1ZXG6/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s03?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B004L6GHZG/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s04?ie=UTF8&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Gorilla-112010-Micro-Precise-2-Pack/dp/B0B5YHL18C/ref=sr_1_4?crid=3TPN22WXAOYW5&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.6cHwkKmhZOQs9wyppMVKH0evDx8gJe4frXK73ercaNvf-NQGDZ5DinzlExnhlZ-8KZE2HMGgiJv-iyWnPGeNRWdRA8WN_3wcDyADuxonN4J8Kp-VDb8ge2MiWS021-DPq6oponMZ1yMy_w5VTE_ZG6K8E03DmKlZ58h_bVAM5l3nseDcUHT3RJjR4Mw-rs_OVUf5mlvbqoage2pXrvP0S0_beBVKEZwOJ8OLBcwEqG0.N8Uy3lks2C6OQYnG_VQGnkHhXO8jB3-19NnSPSUZ8yc&dib_tag=se&keywords=gorilla+glue+gel+super+glue&qid=1745353225&sprefix=Gorilla+glue+gel%2Caps%2C179&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/3M-SHR-3-AIO-Strength-Applicator-Repair/dp/B00UY39TZ0?th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Allary-Furniture-Touch-Up-Markers-Brown/dp/B00M8X2T8S/ref=sr_1_7?crid=2IEJ31W8KTKJ7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.pdrqtE32hEbiOVx1z_eMPmrn9yTCYpbag4A3LhaxS_LPziF6otPB4Xv8C3EtaGLXPv2FOKyavkpOkN9BHAJBA59GrA-A-0hp1m4XGqaLH0Y5U9gzdmBuhDwvf07wH977RkIfz7PIbTDjijtzMriYLxoh5QGSlC78cFQO_bhZid1xFc3RfGgg6YpVbp55Cdvgwkr6mUlvbgVkfR5KwIJLcIVs6M2wx3l7xNwvS6BeR8HJXoJ5rSrZdG2ycCnuAxtAj06S_axFCjZsdn_85EN6orpw-Ihm7IRCJ8FwVAw-BgE.SDl1U0TshrAG6wBfPQfE9NVTtjlRUGjFKn4e1qSupcg&dib_tag=se&keywords=Wood-colored+markers&qid=1745353723&refinements=p_72%3A1248945011&rnid=1248943011&sprefix=wood-colored+markers%2Caps%2C152&sr=8-7
https://www.amazon.com/Guardsman-Wood-Repair-Filler-Sticks/dp/B01NCYW080/ref=sr_1_6?crid=M507A4PKMJMB&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.YRLF-kIvDU3KU0_iIDl-Qr563qNa0TVzNLooOFqWDezN80CIrFcdGZiHajDOqsBQorVuw1gRtw525UZZIUgYyz0d8r2QTm6irkSmLRDSi0A-hbGpN1zWba5celtcPdgqTCy73a1lBsVXWvjsU8NMS5BKJILZI_PaQiBV0fMPLE4bTe2l7fLsEiyLZKaafnyK4GAsVAErRfKtX48Dji7b5ULL5huvyJWIBUwRw67yXOz5yAdo6jO2yUfXFfz6IDBy1ysmbM2GbMx5y7Ln3f_V5YFnrOAEyri6C7ucuwegzlc.fXVdG-TYazSwZFPgNz3p5RO1T0nTLYDrk9OZrVdYt_c&dib_tag=se&keywords=colored%2Bwax%2Bcrayons%2Bsticks%2Bfor%2Bwood%2Brepair&qid=1745353803&refinements=p_72%3A1248903011&rnid=1248901011&s=hpc&sprefix=Wood-colored%2Bwax%2Bstick%2Caps%2C183&sr=1-6&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08BGW19DK?ref_=ppx_hzsearch_conn_dt_b_fed_asin_title_1&amp&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00QL1AW00/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s06?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Colored-PaperClips-Assorted-Paperwork-Personal/dp/B09XGLW9B2/ref=sr_1_8?crid=LVQKQQAAMFKC&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ykzXfae2U718bRNZGgTIA7_lk5s9RejHVtF9kBlywOSNVaU5YccUeHE-sp74JqMW-UHg4GT0SnSfa8NGR9G1ktNXh-dYrnKLbGOUVBdAone3VDq2NdlYUdXaJ8mtc30ow0hpqxtOMQjpAeiCcdEto7B4eeew1Aai4jOKdwTeXFtieg_CMPKY1-dXv2F0EMjkMelKA5wLMWKavexM6wH1fgGoXI5TSDGAvaMX66bRSnLR1sGuLc5dhS_iIxptre2QGpemIHM04SJ8enzPcZahCfigi06crkBS_3-KI-9m0rQ.78znZi8d_vYkMOSuklt_ZEgdg3bODVy_f3tl2ZS6Ldk&dib_tag=se&keywords=paperclips%2Bsmall&qid=1745353425&s=office-products&sprefix=paper%2Bclips%2Bsmall%2Coffice-products%2C149&sr=1-8&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B008DQY6J4?ref_=ppx_hzsearch_conn_dt_b_fed_asin_title_3&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Clinch-Desktop-Staple-Free-Stapler-31260/dp/B005UUYIOY/ref=sxin_16_pa_sp_search_thematic_sspa?content-id=amzn1.sym.87b1f643-33a9-49d2-948f-44f2ccfe0508%3Aamzn1.sym.87b1f643-33a9-49d2-948f-44f2ccfe0508&amp=undefined&crid=19OLQAVJU4NX9&cv_ct_cx=staple%2Bfree%2Bpaper%2Bstapler&keywords=staple%2Bfree%2Bpaper%2Bstapler&pd_rd_i=B010UMYSYQ&pd_rd_r=ed0bb782-70b7-4ff9-a9b2-07ed3957e468&pd_rd_w=Jtj7B&pd_rd_wg=YZuK6&pf_rd_p=87b1f643-33a9-49d2-948f-44f2ccfe0508&pf_rd_r=96E50PY8P2QT8RF2YNQY&qid=1745957287&refinements=p_72%3A1248945011&rnid=1248943011&s=office-products&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=staple%2Bfre%2Caps%2C180&sr=1-2-6024b2a3-78e4-4fed-8fed-e1613be3bcce-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9zZWFyY2hfdGhlbWF0aWM&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B08VD2K1K6/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s04?ie=UTF8&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Parcel-Twine-Polyester-Securely-Packaging/dp/B09QNTNVCR/ref=sr_1_4?crid=1PHMGIV9TDK3L&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.QMiBU9Wli5Zwgw9anKyhhd7MNDZoeI13mpLNmV0TjbeDWcfX2p9HnIrx1hdz5IBvDV6sAYENFDa3C68ho82kOc7NK631VmyAlT0W1ZQq50HCpGa2FGFDNTmgBjx3hL_pi58fIgQ4Fj4pHScC1Lb45aoX5P-fHpJewuEwlcLv8hwqUv1q96e5-LW8mFMGed-q-chRy1T5e2ouhhNch9inMtKuxgJTWuGLNOjbrTIX9z2ZyJAvnEpVIvoIhS0Zh81p12fbpzEWx5dAFnPsRNl8QyV24UI5Y4xcfkxaj74Xzyk.YtO6cqgvSled0z00NCjd9FuT__gGjU7m0Vkbv4vkI4o&dib_tag=se&keywords=mini%2Bspool%2Bof%2Bpacking%2Bstring&qid=1745354280&rdc=1&s=hi&sprefix=mini%2Bspool%2Bof%2Bpacking%2Bstring%2Ctools%2C143&sr=1-4&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07F6B2HGF/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B09S1FTWFR/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08J3Q9FZB?ref_=ppx_hzsearch_conn_dt_b_fed_asin_title_1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07V7S2BK9/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s05?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B01FKGBC1E/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s04?ie=UTF8&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0CJB2KBJX/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s01?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B001FA1N3M/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s04?ie=UTF8&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Carson-MiniBrite-Lighted-Aspheric-Magnifier/dp/B00524H8MC/ref=sr_1_6?crid=19H105YC3PGVJ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.qmQViXJJwBcB6L9ezr9cRBhxwIfbA4CdKbjxq72OYGVhkgn3OmWDDanE8wCzTvhUkKoINHGsS8ox3QUAiNygY1IXoTevfCKpGx-xv15t4T6Ru_U4PJVppxwkTHCqLPk7s8dBG3nz8lJhTQTgqOSd8hREZWDPJLRsVQVBaijmZtjbsRMXCApbuJeKTvGnqBxADsu_zbEjDmXGulC9gIj70BuYetsMPIFnazVndF5Oj7Ps3Z_PNLPFgTnMB0MljXEDh1phW54SBvp76w3IcMY_t_FlPnzOKLVSaYwQw83BFe8.acsPp_5NnOgAFVDajwojlDH5IuIJTN3wB8YvSA1zyLY&dib_tag=se&keywords=mini%2Bmagnifying%2Bglass&qid=1745354612&refinements=p_72%3A1248903011&rnid=1248901011&s=hpc&sprefix=mini%2Bmagnifying%2Bglass%2Caps%2C186&sr=1-6&th=1

