December

Holiday Planning: The Karen Crouse Way
Second Half of December

Finishing Touches

[J Do a final walk-through before guests arrive. Adjust
lighting, choose a playlist, and bring the house to life
with a scent you love. These small touches shape the
mood long before the first glass is poured.

[J Refresh your greenery rather than starting from
scratch. Add sprigs of cedar or rosemary to napkins,
set out bowls of citrus, or tuck a few pinecones along a
sideboard.

[J Give powder rooms a quick reset with folded hand
towels, a small candle, and a simple floral stem.

[J Restock guest essentials...fresh linens, extra hangers,
bottled water, and maybe a seasonal treat on the
nightstand.

[J Set up a beverage station so guests can help
themselves. Frozen fruit or citrus slices add an easy
sensory touch.

Tip: Visit my website for bar cart inspiration and

simple cocktails for every kind of gathering.
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Hosting Moments

[J Light candles, turn on your playlist, and let the evening
unfold at its own pace.

[J Take a photo of your table before everyone sits. It is a
simple way to remember the feeling you created.

[J Plan one effortless meal for the week. Roast chicken,
pasta, or a generous salad served family-style always
works.

[J Batch and chill your signature cocktail base so you can
pour without measuring. Mine this season is The
Rosemary Reverie.

[J When guests arrive, hand them a drink and pause for a
moment. Take in the glow and the conversation
starting around you. This is the reward for all your
preparation.

[J Between events, give yourself one slow morning...
coffee, tree lights, and no schedule.

Tip: Visit my website for my favorite holiday playlists
and movie picks.
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https://karencrousenapavalley.com/cart-confidential/
https://karencrousenapavalley.com/rosemary-reverie-cocktail/
https://karencrousenapavalley.com/holiday-music-playlist/
https://karencrousenapavalley.com/holiday-movie-favorites/

